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Piatt Agronomic Research and Testing (PART) 

Welcome to a new section of our annual newsletter.  Each year we will provide farmers with field research studies completed 

right here in Piatt County.  Topics will be analyzed on their ability to both provide an economic return and achieve conservation 

goals.  They can co-exist.  But we’ll let you be the judge.  Our definition of conservation is generally any practice that limits soil 

erosion, minimizes unused fertilizer from leaving fields, and promotes soil health and structure.  

This section was also created because society has placed more scrutiny on the environmental impact of food production.  The 

Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy calls for an initial 15% reduction of nitrogen and 25% reduction of phosphorus leaving 

Illinois waterways by 2025.  Events like the dust storm from last May, visible to all, are also troubling.  

Most will agree the top priority in the county is a reduction of nitrates in our water.  Financially this is money down the drain.  

Environmentally it is how we are being graded.  

“How much applied nitrogen does a corn crop require?”  The table below shows four Piatt County Nitrogen-Rate trials performed 

over the last three years.   Each received 20 units of N at planting (32% UAN) in a 2” x 2” placement away from the seed.  The 

remaining balance was then side-dressed (32% UAN) by coulter injection when corn was between the V3-V6 growth stage.   

Each trial had three randomized block replications, totaled six acres in size, and were located within a larger corn field.  No iso-

lated, garden sized plot.  A weigh wagon was used to verify yield.  The previous crop was either soybean or wheat.  Tillage was 

either strip-till or conventional.  The predominant soil type was Drummer silty clay loam.  Note: Other area trials that include 

significant portions of N applied in the fall and/or preplant have shown similar results.  

End of season stalk nitrate tests performed annually after maturity confirm 200 pound rates often produce elevated nitrate 

concentrations within the plant.  Or put another way, nitrogen was certainly not a yield limiting factor.  The 250 pound rates 

are almost exclusively excessive.  This research will continue in 2018.                           Article Continued on Pg. 3 
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Piatt N-Rate Trials 2015-17
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To All Owners And Occupiers Of Lands Lying Within The Boundaries Of The Piatt County Soil And Water                            

Conservation District:  

Notice is hereby given that an election will be held on the 6th day of February, 2018 (7 A.M.-5:30 P.M). at 1209 Bear Lane, 

Monticello, IL 61856.  Three directors will be elected to serve the Piatt County Soil and Water Conservation District of the 

State of Illinois. 

All persons, firms, or corporations who hold legal title or are in legal possession of any land lying within the boundaries of the 

said district are eligible to vote at said election, whether as lessee, renter, tenant or otherwise. Only such persons, firms or cor-

porations are eligible to vote. 

 

Please vote for three (3) candidates for a two-year term as Director of the Piatt County Soil and Water Conservation District 

 

[    ]  Eric Miller          [    ] Jerry Edwards    [    ] John Beckhart 

2018 NOTICE OF ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

The PCSWCD Celebrates 75 Years of Conservation  

On May 12 , 2017, our local SWCD celebrated 75 years of service to conservation in Piatt County! We are pleased 

with the conservation advancements we have contributed to throughout the years. We will continue to provide 

even more education and cost share programs to our local producers in order to protect and sustain our natural 

resources. The board members were presented a certificate from our State Senator: Chapin Rose, who helped rec-

ognize this momentous occasion.  Pictured left to right, Vice-Chairman: Jerry Edwards, Secretary-Treasurer: Eric 

Miller, State Senator: Chapin Rose, Chairman: John Beckhart, Director: Wyatt Muse, Associate Director: Loyd 

Wax, Associate Director: John Adcock. 
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Piatt Agronomic Research and Testing (PART) Continued 

Takeaways- 

The practices described in the trials achieve three important goals: 

 Nitrogen is placed and available when our corn crop is about to enter the rapid uptake phase;  

 We realize our 3%-4% organic matter soils contribute nitrogen through mineralization at the rate of 20-30 pounds for 

each 1% OM  

 A very efficient nitrogen-to-bushels ratio is achievable.   

 

To build on point three, the numbers taken from the Piatt trials show the following.  When averaged, the most profitable N 

rate of these trials, or the Maximum Return To Nitrogen (MRTN), was 166 total units.  The average yield at that rate was 268 

bushels.  Each bushel produced required only .62 pounds of applied nitrogen.  Even with very favorable growing conditions, this 

is surprising! 

Your Next Step? 

Nothing drastic.  We strongly encourage you to work with your local agricultural professionals and discuss your nitrogen pro-

gram.  They are here to help and have already invested time and resources into understanding efficient fertilizer management 

practices.  Strategies reviewed with them should be:  

 Spring and side-dress nitrogen applications  

 The use of nitrogen stabilizers  

 Tissue testing programs (a few times in season) and a stalk nitrate test (end of season) for informative and cheap confirma-

tion of plant needs.   

 On farm trials that compare your typical N program, versus a slightly reduced amount.  Don’t rush into any farm-wide 

changes.  A minimum of three replications are needed, and the trial should preferably be performed over 2-3 growing 

seasons.   

Attention to detail is necessary with any trial- Proper prepara-

tion yields reliable results.    

Fortunately, application and planting equipment can quickly 

switch between rates and provide documentation. Weigh 

wagons, grain carts with scales, or combine yield monitors 

can easily offer yield results.  

Given the heightened social responsibility 

we face as land stewards, the concept of “throwing 

on an extra 20-40 pounds of nitrogen just in case” 

should be evaluated.  The resulting per acre monetary 

savings from avoiding that temptation may seem somewhat 

minor.  But that capital can be reallocated to inputs that offer 

a much higher probability of positive returns.  Lime applications, more frequent soil sampling, and multiple modes-of-action 

herbicide programs are just some ideas that come to mind.    

If we all do our PART, resources can be used more profitably and conservation goals realized 

throughout the county.   Call, email, or stop by the office with comments or feedback.  

May 17, 2017 Piatt County Dust Storm 
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EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

  SCRAPER     

 $75 for 1 Working Day 

 $125 for 2 Working Days 

 7’ WIDE PHEASANTS FOREVER GREAT  

      PLAINS NO-TILL DRILL   

 $50 per use 

 15’ JOHN DEERE1590 NO-TILL DRILL 

 $12 per acre ($120 Minimum) 

 

ALSO ALAVAILABLE  

2015 Plat Books            $ 30.00 

Bundle of Contractor Flags (100)       $10.00 

Roadsides For Wildlife Signs               $ Donation Accepted 

Wild Flower Seed Packets           $ 2.75 each 

Piatt County Soil CD’s and Books         FREE 

Conservation Technical Assistance     FREE 

 

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:  

PLAT BOOK COVER  PHOTO CONTEST 
2018 is the year that the SWCD will be producing a new Piatt County Plat Book. We 
are once again asking that you submit your photo that best captures scenery of Piatt 
County or conservation projects.  

Please send all your entries to Patricia.Webb@il.nacdnet.net before May 1, 2018! 
 

The WINNER will receive their photo displayed on the new Plat Book for the next 3 
years, a $50.00 gift card to County Market, and your very own copy of the 2018 Piatt 
County Plat Book. 
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 Well test kits can be picked up at the PCSWCD office June 4-June 14   

 Tests will be sent to the lab June 14, 2018!  

 It takes 4-6 weeks for test results to be mailed to you 

 All Results are CONFIDENTAL.  

 If your drinking water comes from a private well, you are responsible for your water’s safety. The U.S. EPA 
does not oversee private wells, which is why we offer a low-cost option to county residents who wish to 
monitor their water quality or establish baseline data for their private well. 

Costs will depend on the particular sets of tests participants choose: 

Nitrate/Inorganic Suite - $25.00 

Pesticide Immunoassay screens - $60.00 

Metals - $75.00 

Shipping & Handling -  $5.00 

Private Well Water Testing Event 
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PLEASE UNDERSTAND: THE PIATT COUNTY SWCD 

FUNDRAISES & WORKS  VERY HARD TO PROVIDE THIS 

SERVICE TO OUR COMMUNITY . THEREFORE. WE ARE 

NOT RESPONSIBLE  NOR IS OUR PRECIOUS EARTH 

FOR YOUR ITEMS IF THE TRUCK FILLS UP!!                         

THANK YOU! 

TIME:   9:00 A.M. - UNTIL TRUCK IS FULL 

 February 28, 2018-1209 Bear Lane, Monticello, IL 

 May 30, 2018-1209 Bear Lane, Monticello, IL  

 August 18, 2018-Farm Bureau will provide location 

 November 28, 2018-1209 Bear Lane, Monticello, IL  

2018 ELECTRONICS RECYCLING DATES: 

The E-recycling Day in August will be hosted by the Farm Bureau at the location they 

choose. For more information on that event please contact them at 217-762-2128 

RULES: 

 PIATT COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY  

 LIMIT 10 ITEMS PER CUSTOMER 

 NO BATTERIES 



 

ALL TEST RESULTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND WILL NOT BE USED FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSES. 
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Piatt County Soil and Water Conservation District  

1209 Bear Lane 

Monticello, Il 61856 

THE PIATT CO. SWCD FOUNDATION would like to 

send out a huge THANK YOU to the 2017 DONORS to our 

foundation! It is truly an HONOR to 
have our community show such 

generous support in a time of  state 
funding uncertainties. 

 
Thank you for valuing our efforts. 

We will continue to set a high      
standard in the promotion of  conservation within  

Piatt County.      
 

Check Us Out Online  www.piattcountyswcd.com/ 

Like us on Facebook 

To make A 2018 tax deductible donation to our Foundation, please return THIS SLIP be-
low & check to 1209 Bear Lane, Monticello, Illinois, 61856 

 
Name:______________________________________________ ________    ___ Phone #_______________________________________ 
                               First    Last 
 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________ ____ 
           

Please Make Checks Payable To: 

PIATT CO. SWCD FOUNDATION 



  


