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Jamie Stoerger and Paul Doane were 
awarded the Illinois Farm Bureau Nutri-
ent Loss Reduction Strategy Grant to help 
reduce soil erosion on their properties. 
Literally, both landowners were losing 
ground and farm production due to the 
amount of soil erosion that was occurring 
onsite. Streambank specialist, Wayne Kin-
ney, stated, “If they have a house sitting 
50 feet from the stream when they built it 
and now it’s only 10 feet from the steam. 
I get calls on those kinds of things, farm-
ers, obviously, if they start losing crop 
land at $10,000 an acre or whatever it's 
worth, they get excited about that.” 
      However, the importance of 
streambank stabilization can help land-
owners who are losing ground impacting 
farming operations, but stopping excess 
soil erosion from streambanks can  

contribute to the decreased amount of sedi-
ments and excess nutrients into local water 
bodies that get deposited annually. It would 
seem that streambank stabilization would be a 
priority in order to improve local water bodies 
and protect precious farmland, but stream-
bank stabilization projects are costly due to 
the expense of the planning and material 
costs, in addition to hauling and equipment 
costs to complete the projects. Due to these 
costs, many landowners seek a variety of addi-
tional economical support in order to pursue 
stabilization projects noted Kinney. 
      With the help of Lake Decatur Watershed 
EPA funding, Piatt County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, and landowner contri-
butions, additional funds were leveraged in 
order to help complete both Stoerger and 
Doane’s projects. The Illinois Department of 
Agriculture also stepped in to provide the 
services of Kinney. Kinney developed a stone 
toe protection design for the projects. This 
design called for precisely placed large rip rap 
on the degraded banks of the streams. A total 
of $31,266 in grants were obtained for the 
completion of both projects. 
     On July 27, 2016, these projects were the 
focus of the Field Day that was sponsored 
by Piatt County Soil and Water Conservation 
District and  Piatt County Farm Bureau. 
Streambank Specialist, Kinney, discussed with 
the attendees the mechanics and logistics of  

 

the engineered rip rap  
design. In addition,  Megan Baskerville, 
Lake Decatur Watershed Specialist, gave 
insights on the Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy and other management practices 
landowners can utilize to reduce excess 
nutrients and sediment into waterbodies. 
Trent Thomas from the Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resources added to the 
discussion of the projects positive envi-
ronmental effects by giving insights as to 
how the projects would increase fish 
habitats of the local waterbodies as well. 
Trent stated, “We will see benefits down-
stream of the projects.”   
       For More on information on 
streambank stabilization, please contact 
your local SWCD. 
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 To All Owners And Occupiers Of Lands Lying Within The Boundaries Of The Piatt County Soil And Water                              

Conservation District:  

Notice is hereby given that an Election will be held on the 7th day of February, 2017, at 7 A.M./5:30 P.M. at 1209 Bear Lane, Monticello, 

IL 61856.  2 Directors will be elected to serve the Piatt County Soil and Water Conservation District of the State of Illinois. 

 

All persons, firms, or corporations who hold legal title or are in legal possession of any land lying within the boundaries of the said district 

are eligible to vote at said election, whether as lessee, renter, tenant or otherwise. 

Only such persons, firms or corporations are eligible to vote. 

 

Please vote for two (2) candidates for a two-year term as Director of the Piatt County Soil and Water  

Conservation District 

 

[    ]  Butch Fisher          [    ] Wyatt Muse  

2017 NOTICE OF ELECTION OF DIRECTORS 

Proposed 2017 Soil & Water Conservation Board  

 

OUR FRIENDLY STAFF 

NOT PICTURED:  ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, BRIAN MCDOWELL 



 
 

Options for adjusting spring  
field operations 

 
With spring weather and the most sus-
ceptible field conditions for water ero-
sion here, what options remain before 
planting? Farmers should consider the 
effect of any additional tillage on re-
maining crop residue. If residue cover 
should fall below 30 percent, adjust 
your field operations to minimize po-
tential soil erosion due to early spring 
rain. Options for steep slope areas 
include cover crops, permanent vege-
tation, strip cropping, and planting on 
the contour, all of which can reduce 
the speed of water runoff and slow soil 
erosion. If soil crusting occurs, consid-
er using a rotary hoe to allow seedling 
emergence to occur unrestricted. The 
faster the crop is growing, the sooner a 
crop canopy will develop; a partial crop 
canopy is better than none at all.   

Conservation structures such as ter-
races, grassed waterways, and field 
buffers are good components of a con-
servation system, which help in slow-
ing water flow, settling out sediments, 
and directing water away from the field 
to a suitable outlet. 

Remember that field observations in 
the spring can help in developing a 
more comprehensive conservation 
plan that greatly improves soil and 
water quality. 

 

Remember that spring is 
the best time to evaluate 

conservation systems 
for their impact on im-
proving soil and water 

quality. 
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 by Mahdi  Al -Kais i ,  Ass is tant  Professor  and Mark L icht ,  program spec ia l i s t ,  Department  o f  Agronomy   

     Spring rains come with unex-

pected quantities and force, causing 
significant amounts of soil erosion to 
unprotected cropland. Spring is the 
most critical time for soil erosion be-
cause of degraded crop residue, 
tillage in preparation for planting, 
and lack of crop canopy. Residue 
cover is not only good for preventing 
soil erosion, but it will cut down sedi-
ment transport to water bodies and 
contribute to the improvement of 
water quality. 

Why is rainfall so destructive to bare 
cropland? In a normal rainfall, 
raindrops range in size from 1 to 7 
millimeters in diameter and hit the 
ground going as fast as 20 miles per 
hour. The impact of millions of 
raindrops hitting the bare soil surface 
can be incredible, dislodging soil 
particles and splashing them 3 to 5 
feet away. A heavy rainstorm may 
splash as much as 90 tons of soil per 
acre.  

After a rainfall event, soil crusting is 
a significant problem, particularly on 
soils with low residue cover. The 
surface crust is caused by a break-
down of soil aggregates due to 
raindrop impact. The raindrop splash 
detaches particles that fill soil pores. 
When rapid drying occurs, a hard 
crust layer can form in the top 2 inch-
es of the soil. Soil crusting is trouble-
some when it develops prior to seed-
ling emergence. Additionally, soil 
crusts create conditions that are ex-
tremely conducive to soil erosion 
during following rainfall events. 

The use of a well-designed conser-
vation system can limit exposed soil 
and rain splash erosion. An effective 
conservation system also depends 
on the planning, observation, and 
timing of operations. Spring is a 
good time to make observations and 
develop a new, more comprehensive 
conservation system. 
 

 

Conservation systems to re-
duce raindrops' effect 

 
Tillage and cropping management sys-

tems are critical components for reduc-

ing raindrop impact on soil particles 

due to the availability of crop residue 

to protect the soil surface. Excessive 

tillage can damage soil structure, lead-

ing to increased soil sealing and soil 

erosion. Conservation systems pro-

mote soil aggregates, infiltration, and 

soil tilth. Additionally, the improved soil 

structure of no-tillage and other con-

servation tillage systems stands up 

better against raindrops. A conserva-

tion system that includes high amounts 

of crop residue such as corn or fall 

cover crop traditionally provide abun-

dant residue cover to protect the soil 

surface from spring rains.  
 

Farmers are encouraged to assess 
residue cover since last fall's harvest 
and ask themselves the following 
questions: Was surface residue 
enough to prevent soil erosion? Is the 
surface residue cover distributed even-
ly across the field? Is there enough 
residue cover left after winter decom-
position? If these questions can be 
answered no, then fall tillage passes 
and fall manure or anhydrous applica-
tion need to be considered based on 
the amount of residue and the residue 
distribution in the field.  

How to reduce potential soil erosion early in the Spring 

mailto:malkaisi@iastate.edu
http://www.agron.iastate.edu/
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GRANT FUNDING CUTOFF 
Lake Decatur Watershed Program- Cost Share  

Application Deadline 

Applications for cost-share assistance for conservation practices in the Lake Decatur Watershed are 

accepted on a continual basis. In order to rank projects for FY17 funding, we are setting the applica-

tion cut-off as February 17, 2017. Applications received after that date will be considered for FY18 

SWCD funding, or sooner if other funding opportunities arise. 

WASCOBS WETLANDS 
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 SERVICES  

WE PROVIDE TO THE PUBLIC     

Å ’

  

EQUIPMENT 

 SCRAPER RENTAL    

 $75 for 1 Working Day 

 $125 for 2 Working Days 

7.5’ WIDE PHEASANTS FOREVER GREAT PLAINS NO-TILL DRILL   

 $50 per use 

15’ JOHN DEERE1590 NO-TILL DRILL 

 $10 per acre ($75 Minimum) 

ALSO ALAVAILABLE  

2015 Plat Books            $30.00 

Bundle of Contractor Flags (X100)    $10.00 

Pheasants Forever Pollinator Seed     $225.00/acre 

Piatt County Soil CD’s and Books         FREE 

Conservation Technical Assistance     FREE 

2017 ELECTRONICS RECYCLING 
February 22, 2017 

May 31, 2017 

August 30, 2017 

November 22, 2017 

DATES: 

TIME:   9:00 A.M. —UNTIL TRUCK IS FULL 

 PIATT COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY    

 LIMIT 10 ITEMS PER CUSTOMER 

 NO BATTERIES 

 NO WHITE ITEMS (REFRIDGERATORS, OVENS ,ETC.) 

PLEASE UNDERSTAND: THE PIATT COUNTY SWCD 

FUNDRAISES & WORKS VERY HARD TO PROVIDE 

THIS SERVICE & WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE TO 

DO SO. WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE  NOR IS OUR 

PRECIOUS EARTH FOR YOUR ITEMS IF THE TRUCK 

FILLS UP!!                                THANK YOU! 



 

About 15% (47.6 million) of all Americans drink, cook, and bathe with water from their own private water supplies. Most 
of these supplies are drawn from ground water through wells. If your drinking water comes from a private well, you are 
responsible for your water’s safety. The U.S. EPA does not oversee private wells, although numerous state and local gov-

ernments have rules in place to protect users of private wells. The EPA does recommend, however, that well owners 
have their well tested annually for some contaminants 

 (US EPA March 2012:water.epa.gov/drink/info/well, accessed 7 Feb. 2014). 

Our well testing  program offers a low-cost option to county residents who wish to monitor their water quality or estab-
lish baseline data for their private well to protect against possible contamination from nearby land use activities in the 

future. 

Costs will depend on the particular sets of tests participants choose: 

Nitrate/Inorganic Suite- $25.00 

Pesticide Immunoassay screens-$60.00 

Metals - $75.00 

Shipping & Handling $5.00 

Well tests kits will be distributed June 5—June 15  at the Piatt County SWCD office and will be sent to the lab 

 June 16, 2017!! There is a little over a month waiting period for test results.  

Does Your Well Water Need To Be Tested?? 

 

NEW SERVICE AVAILABLE!!! 

FREE SOIL & WATER NITRATE TESTING  

 

 

THE PIATT COUNTY SWCD WILL BE HOSTING SIX WORKSHOPS FREE TO THE PUBLIC THAT WILL HAVE 

TESTING SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR BOTH SOIL AND WATER SAMPLES TO DETERMINE LEVELS OF AVAIL-

ABLE NITRATES WITHIN THE SAMPLES. THE PROPER SAMPLE COLLECTION PROTOCOLS WILL BE PUB-

LISHED TO OUR WEBSITE &  AVAILABLE IN OUR OFFICE. A SOIL PROBE MAY BE AVAILABLE IF THE SAM-

PLES ARE COLLECTED AT LEAST ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE UPCOMING WORKSHOP. 

ALL TEST RESULTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND WILL NOT BE USED FOR ANY OTHER PURPOSES. 

              DATES OF WORKSHOPS: 

February 1, 2017  May 3, 2017  

March 1, 2017  June 7, 2017 

April 5, 2017   July 3, 2017 

PLEASE BRING SAMPLES IN BY 3:00 P.M. ON THE DAY OF THE WORKSHOP 
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Piatt County Soil and Water Conservation District  

1209 Bear Lane 

Monticello, Il 61856 

THE PIATT CO. SWCD FOUNDATION would like to 

send out a huge THANK YOU for the 2016 DONATIONS 

to our new foundation! It is truly an 

HONOR to have our community 
show such generous support in a 

time of  state funding 
uncertainties. 

 
Thank you for valuing our efforts, and we will continue 
to set a high standard in the promotion of  conservation 

within Piatt County.      
 

Check Us Out Online  www.piattcountyswcd.com/ 

Like us on Facebook 

TO MAKE A 2017 Tax Deductible Donation to our Foundation, please return this SLIP 
below & Check to 1209 Bear Lane, Monticello, Illinois, 61856 

 
Name:______________________________________________ ________    ___ Phone #_______________________________________ 
                               First    Last 
 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________ ____ 
           

Please Make Checks Payable To: 

PIATT CO. SWCD FOUNDATION 



 


