
PIATT COUNTY SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
November 15th, 2016 

Vice-Chairman, Jerry Edwards called the meeting to order at 8:07 A.M. on November 15th, 2016.  The 
meeting was held at the USDA office located at 1209 Bear Lane in Monticello, Illinois. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT: 
Vice-Chairman: Jerry Edwards, Eric Miller, and Butch Fisher 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS PRESENT:  Loyd Wax, and Brian McDowell 
DIRECTORS& ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS ABSENT: Chairman: John Beckhart, Wyatt Muse, and Dylan 
Gallagher 
NRCS PERSONNEL:  none present 
DISTRICT PERSONNEL:  Jonah Totten, Resource Conservationist and Patricia Webb, Administrative 
Coordinator  
 
MINUTES: 
Butch Fisher made a motion to approve the October 26th, 2016 minutes.  Eric Miller seconded the motion.  
Motion passed. 
TREASURERS REPORT: 
Butch Fisher made a motion to approve the October Treasurers Report.  Eric Miller seconded the motion. 
Motion passed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
501 © 3 Donation letters- The 501©3 Donation letters have mostly been mailed out. Jonah had to fill out a 
financial report to Lisa Madigan on the charitable organization. The Fiscal year is July 1 to June 30th.  John 
Beckhart will need to sign off on this financial report. 
Eric Miller made the motion for John Beckhart to sign off on the 501©3 financial report. Jerry Edwards 
seconded this motion. Motion passed. 
LUC meeting/Potential Funding Distributions- Jonah Totten attended a LUC employee meeting. The base 
allocation from the Department of Ag will be $22,680. The board is to choose from two options on how to 
allocate the rest of the funds. The first option is $1,771.74/per employee or option 2 would be $1,852.27/per 
employee with a cap of two employees per District.  
Butch Fisher made a motion to go with option 2. Eric Miller seconded this motion. Motion passed 
Investment Policy- Loyd Wax gave some background on the history of how Piatt County SWCD became 
established with Edward Jones. Loyd Wax took the liberty and went to Edward Jones, Busey Bank, and a 
local Attorney to get a true definition of a bank and question what is a federally deposit insured place we can 
put our funds. The answer he received was most places are not willing to get into interpreting every state 
requirement to what is a bank. Edwards Jones can provide insured CD’s but it’s not just the financial 
instruments that needs to be insured but the bank or company must be covered by FDIC.  It is the Board’s 
recommendation that Jonah look into CD rates for 3 month, 6 month, and 1 year at all Banks in Piatt County 
and see who has the best rates and bring before the board to decide next month.  
Butch Fisher made a motion to approve Old Business.  Eric Miller seconded this motion. Motion passed. 
 
NEW BUISINESS: 
CPP money distribution- SWCD will be receiving CPP money for on the ground conservation funds. They 
are only going to give money out to 60 counties in priority watersheds. Piatt County is in a priority watershed 
being Lake Decatur. It is unknown how they will distribute either point sources or non-point sources. More 
information will be coming on if we will receive funds and how we will receive the funds at a later date.  
Contribution Agreement FY17- There were 69 re-enrolls from 30 of this year and a projected 30 more. We 
are looking at $13,000 we will receive next year. 
Foundation update- Jonah Totten came up with a cost list for the 501©3 Foundation. We have received 8 
donations already. We are creating a letter with our tax exempt number and how much they donated and a 
Thank You for their donation.    
County Board- Jonah sent a Thank You letter to the Piatt County Board and will also be putting the letter in 
the Piatt County Journal Republican. 
E-Recycling- The next E-Recycling day will be Wednesday November 23rd from 9 till trailer is full. Last year 
Patty sent out letters to the Villages and Townships of Piatt County asking for donations to help fund our E-



Recycling days.  It was asked if the board wanted Patty to send the letters out again this year the board all 
said yes.  
Christmas Lunch- The board has decided to have our next meeting at 10:30 A.M. at the Monticello Red 
Wheel for our Christmas lunch. 
Eric Miller made a motion to approve all New Business. Butch Fisher seconded the motion. Motion passed 
 
BILLS PAID AND UNPAID:  
Butch Fisher made a motion to pay Bills paid and unpaid. Eric Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
NRCS REPORT no NRCS report for this month. 
Patricia Webb, Administrative Coordinator. Entire report attached. 
NRCS administrative assistance: The NRCS Administrative Assistance report was sent in November 5th for 
the work done in October.  I had 6 hours total work invoiced for the month.  (2hrs CRP files 25 folders away, 
1 hr. filing 18 wetland letters in files, 3 hrs. sent letters out for CSP and EQIP) 
AISWCD Insurance: I filled out the paper work for Jonah’s Health Insurance. 
Winter Conference: Will be held December 6th-7th in Springfield at the Northfield Inn for winter training 
501©3 Donation letters: mailed our 1018 donation letters spent over 42 hours of this month stuffing 
envelopes. Great news we have received 8 donations for a total of $592.50 so far. 
PCSWCD Website/Facebook page: We are having issues with the Web page. They are wanting us to pay to 
be able to upload our flyers and minutes. Our calendar with all our important dates has been deleted. If we 
do have to purchase another package, do I have the board’s approval? After I finished the donation letters I 
was going to work on the Web site. 
Board Packets: I typed up the October board minutes. I completed the AC board report for October. I sent 
the Bank Statements to Kelly, went to Kelly’s to pick up the treasurer’s reports. I typed the Agenda & made 
copies of board packet.  Emailed packets to board members and put the board books together. 
Plat Books: I have sold 2plat books 
Flags: 0 
 
 
Jonah Totten, Resource Conservationist.  
CPESC Reviews- Jonah has completed 2 construction site educational inspections and 5 completed 
construction inspections.  
Lake Decatur Watershed: Jonah has been working with the watershed to help install multiple waterways and 
a structure on Kyle Johnson’s property. Jonah was given the plans and will be in charge of the checkout of 
the construction. 
Ag areas report- Every year we are asked it there are any new agriculture areas in Piatt County. Again this 
year we do not have any new Ag areas- An Ag area is 350 acres or more and is implemented at the county 
level. As areas protect the integrity of farming operations. No land within an Ag area can be used for 
ANYTHING other than Ag production 
Eric Miller made a motion to approve all staff reports. Butch Fisher seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  
Jerry Edwards made a motion to approve time sheets and expense reports and ask that the Secretary-
Treasurer signs off on them. Butch Fisher seconded the motion. Motion passed.  
Executive Session: The board went into Executive Session at 9:17 A.M. 

 Christmas Bonuses: The board voted to approve a $300 Christmas bonus for Jonah Totten and a 
$150 Christmas Bonus for Patty Webb.  

NEXT BOARD MEETING:    
Our Next Board Meeting is December 20th, 2016 at 10:30 A.M at the Red Wheel Restaurant in Monticello. 
Butch Fisher made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Eric Miller seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  
ADJOURNAMENT: @ 9:20 A.M. 
 
 
Minutes taken and transcribed by: 
Patricia Webb, Administrative Coordinator 
Approved by: 
John Beckhart, Chairman 
 
 

Signature                                        Date                                              



 


