Board Report

February 2009
Jonathon Manuel, Resource Conservationist

Water Initiatives
Don Sanders Stream project is still a go.  We have found out that the contractor has not been able to get rock hold into the site.  He is hoping that the roads will freeze back up to get rock in.
I helped Ann Emelt to get in touch with the City of Monticello about some well head information.
Natural Resources Initiatives
I did one letter for the Zoning Board in February.  The letter was for Harold and Eleanor Nickey to separate a shed from the farm ground.  

I meet with Mr. David Lambert on his farm to help him select trees to replace some some damaged ones.  I mailed Mr. Lambert a Forestry’s contractors list to help him in the sale of some of his trees for lumber.

I have been speaking with the Callie from the City of Monticello about another E-waste day.  After contacting the Lincoln Heritage RC&D I found out that we have a lot of new options for E-waste collection.

Farm Land Initiatives
I did drive by the field of George Riley’s that I was hoping to use for the Tillage Day.  It is not planted in wheat.  So with Mr. Williams permission we will move the tillage day to his farm.  

Steve Koss well under way on his water way.  I hope to get out this month yet and survey another one for him.
Mr. Robrock has hired Duane Beyers to do his CPP waterway work.
Education Initiatives
The fourth meeting of the Piatt County Farm Series had about 15 people in attendance.  Mr. Robert McLease Soil Scientist for NRCS was a great speaker on Soils.
I am working with Robbie Berg from Earth Partners on doing a County wide Third Grade Conservation Day. 

The Envirothon will be at East Bay Camp out side of Bloomington.  We will hopefully have a team from Monticello and CerroGordo!!
We have given 2002 plat books to DeLand Weldon High School(20), Bement High School(20), Cerro Gordo High School (20), and Blue Ridge Township Library (10).
Doug Gucker contacted me and we are now working on having a pasture walk down North of LaPlace later this year.
I attended the 89th annual Farm Bureau meeting.

The Annual Grocery shopping day put on by the Farm Bureau and the Monticello Chamber of Commerce was a success.

I am ready to send out a request for third grade trees.
I have completed the following Ag learn class, Re-inventing Diversity for Today’s USDA, NSC Defensive Driving Course, USDA Information Systems Security Awareness,  Two-Factor Authentication for end Users, Advancing Your Service Expertise, And USDA Privacy Basics.

I had to put together another Envirothon book for Cerro Gordo.

District Operations Initiatives
With a huge help from Phyllis the news letter went out!  I have found that the machines in the office can not handle the larger paper size.  I would recommend from now on that if the news letter is more then one page we have it printed.

The normal supplier for the tree sale is selling trees in three inch pots for the same price as the bare root stock.  So I have placed them on the order form. 
Helped monitor the SWCD elections.

Phyllis and I went to Lincoln to get registered for our link cards.  These cards will be need next year to get on the Federal computer system and into some of the USDA Buildings.

I was able to get information that Phyllis needed for The Annual Report.

A letter and order form was mailed out to everyone that had registered for a Rain Barrel.

We have had a request that we sell composters as well as Rain Barrels.  I talked with them and they felt that the price for the one offered thru the same company that we get our Rain Barrels from was very far.  This would be some thing to think about for next year.
Found an old Cemetery map and forwarded a copy on to John Heider, he says Thank You.

PHYLLIS MUSE, A.C.

NARRATIVE

January 21– February 17, 2009
In addition to the daily tasks of opening the office, answering the telephone, greeting and assisting clients, word processing, computer work, reading and answering email, opening and sorting mail, I have been involved in the following activities:

January 20 -  - January 30

-
I attended the Board meeting on Tuesday morning from 9:00 – 10:50 a.m..

-
I made out expense checks and posted in quickbooks.

-
I put meeting material away.

-
I posted sales in Quickbooks

-
I mailed the Economic Interest forms to the Court House and sent Bill & Derrick 
              their forms to be completed and sent to the Ct. House.

-
I worked on the January Board meeting minutes.

-
I completed minutes and sent by email to the directors

-
I copied minutes, treasurer’s report and staff reports and sent to the proper 



people.

-
I looked up SWCDs on the Web to see what they put on their web page.

-
I ordered more paper for the newsletter.

-
I paid AFLAC .

-
I filled out enrollment forms for Linc Card pass.

-
I put papers in Director’s books

-
I mailed left over tax forms to Mason Co. for their use.

-
Sent Grant Agreement with IDOA back to them after Bruce signed it.

-
I figured payroll, made out checks and posted in Quickbooks.

-
Friday was my scheduled day off and I took off on Monday.

-
I helped with the newsletter Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. 

-
 I mailed the newsletter and filled out necessary forms from on-line for the 



mailing 

-
I made out a deposit and took to the post office

-
Updated Narrative and Time Sheet.

-February 2 – February 8

· I typed up instructions on newsletter mailing procedures.

· I worked on gathering info for the Annual Report.

· I made up ballots for the Election & prepared the voting registration sheet.

· I held the Election on Tuesday, February 3. I worked until 6:00 for the Election.

· I called U of I Marketing for pictures of the Allerton House etc.

· I completed the Cyber Security Awareness computer test on line and passed.

· I completed the Two Factors Authentication for End Users course.

· I made up note pad sheets with NRCS/SWCD names on it along with phone 
number and address copied and cut.

· I talked with U of I  again about photos for the plat book

· I answered some Insurance emails regarding reduced hours.

· I figured payroll and posted in QBs.

· I reconciled the First Mid-Il Bank & Trust account.

· Friday was my day off.

February 9 – February 13

· I figured the quarterly 941 taxes for January and paid to First Mid-IL Bank & 
Trust.

· I figured the quarterly IL 941 for January and paid with IL 501 coupon.

· I called several people for photos for the plat book cover since U of I has not 
returned my call.

· I called Gary Ingersoll and he will send me a picture of the Allerton House for 
the cover.

· I reconciled the Operations, Program, and CREP accounts with IL. Funds.



Copied statements and sent to Derrick.

_ 
I took a tree order and posted in QBs.

· I mailed a tree order form to Tom Mechtoldt

· I made up the agenda & Treasurer’s report, copied and sent to Directors.

· I made out a deposit and took to the bank.

· I filled out the Election Counting form for Bruce to sign.

· I copied minutes and Treasurer’s report and put in directors’ books.

· I worked on the Annual Report.

· I worked on recons all day Thursday and Friday.

· I updated my narrative and time sheet.

UPCOMING EVENTS:


February 16 – Office Closed for Presidents Day



February 17 – SWCD Board Meeting



February 19 -  NRI Workshop in Bloomington



February 20 -  My Scheduled Day Off



February 23 – LUC 6 Meeting – Logan County, Lincoln



February 26 – Piatt County Zoning Board meeting



February 27 – Last Day to Order Grass Carp




March 13    - Last day to order trees, fish and rain barrels


PIATT COUNTY
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                       Michelle Lewis

EQIP


- Appleby final payment – contract complete

PLANNING/I&E

· B Stoddard

· G Paul

· R Howland

· J McClure
· L Robinson 
· Midway Investment

· Betty Shambaugh
CRP


- Estimates and CPO’s for

· R Huisinga – wways

· Schroeder – wways

· G Riley - wway

CONSERVATION TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

- Engineering spot check

- Hydrology program with R Parks and T D’Aviello
CSP


- Bennett/EVF payment info


- Files to SO for audit 

 
- Audit information

OTHER

      
- AgLearn – Civil Rights training


- NHQ – DC position review questionnaire


- Progress reporting


- SWCD annual report

- Met with county executive committee
