                   PIATT COUNTY SOIL AND WATER

CONSERVATION DISTRICT

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 17, 2009
Chairman, Bruce Stoddard called the monthly Board Meeting, of the Piatt County Soil and Water Conservation District, to order at 7:00 p. m. on February 17, 2009. The meeting was held at the USDA Building, Conference Room in Monticello, IL. Those present were:
DIRECTORS PRESENT:
Chairman, Bruce Stoddard; Allen Williams and Derrick Bruhn
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS PRESENT:

Bill Meyer
DIRECTORS & ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS ARRIVING LATE:

DIRECTORS  & ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS ABSENT:

Vice Chair, John Beckhart & Kurt Robson, Associate Director Loyd Wax
NRCS PERSONNEL:

District Conservationist, Michelle Lewis 
DISTRICT PERSONNEL:

Terre Zeigler, CREP Assistant
Jonathon Manuel, Resource Conservationist
Phyllis Muse, Adm. Coordinator
MINUTES:
Chairman, Bruce Stoddard asked if there were any additions or corrections to the January 20, 2009 Board meeting minutes.  There being no further additions or corrections to the minutes, The Chairman entertained a motion to approve the minutes as presented.

Allen Williams made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion seconded by Derrick Bruhn.  Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT:

Phyllis Muse, A.C. presented the Treasurer's Report and Bank Statements for January, 2009.  
Motion was made by Derrick Bruhn to accept the Treasurer’s report and bank statements as presented.  Motion seconded by Allen Williams.  Motion carried.
Bank Statements were approved and than signed by Derrick Bruhn

OLD BUSINESS:
Plat Book Cover Photo:
Phyllis presented to the board a photo of the Allerton Park and Retreat Center to be published on the front cover of the Piatt County Plat Book.  The Board was pleased with the photo.  A couple of changes were suggested.  One was in the advertisement of Piatt Co. SWCD and that was to eliminate the word “and” in the second paragraph and the second one was to have a different color other than white for the background, such as off white or cream.  Phyllis will send these changes to Rockford Map Publisher, Inc.
Election Update:

The Election of Directors was held on Tuesday, February 3.  There were twenty-two votes cast in the Election.  Bruce Stoddard and Bill Meyer were the two candidates voted in to serve on the SWCD Board and will take office on the first Monday in March.

Chairman, Bruce Stoddard signed the voting record sheet.  Bruce and Bill both signed the form for Acceptance of Office as a Director of the Piatt County SWCD Board.

New Directors’ Training:

The New Directors’ Training will be held at the Monticello USDA Building in the conference room on March 18 from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m. for this area.   Joe Bybee, Regional Rep, is going to furnish Pizza if he can get reimbursed for it.  If not the Board agreed that the District would pay for the Pizza.  Directors’ from several counties will be attending.

NRCS / SWCD Contribution Agreement:

The district could not come up with enough work to do by the deadline for the Contribution Agreement.

BMP Challenge:

Jonathon presented this program at the last board meeting.  The Directors wanted more information about it as to whether NRCS would be required to contribute any work toward the program.  He informed the Board that NRCS would no have to contribute to the program.  The Board did not think that Jonathon would have the time to promote this program.

NEW BUSINESS:

E-Waste Recycling:
Jonathon talked with Rollie Spaniol, Lincoln Heritage RC & D, in regards to having a permanent drop off site at the Piatt County SWCD office for electronic recycling.  Rollie furnished the District with a 6 x 12 trailer to leave at the District office for the e-waste collection.  Jonathon would like to set one day of the week for the collection.  It was decided that the District would slightly increase the cost of the items dropped off so that the District could profit from the collection.  The Board left it up to Jonathon and Phyllis to work out the profit margin for the e-waste collection.
Motion made by Allen Williams to approve the E-Waste Collection Recycling.  Motion seconded by Derrick Bruhn.  Motion carried.

Stewardship Week (April 26 – May 3, 2009):
Stewardship Week is April 26 – May 3, 2009.  Phyllis has ordered some of the material and will be sending out samples along with a letter and order form to all the churches in Piatt County.  The theme this year is “Soil Makes Life Possible”.  The District usually has six churches in the County that order the material.  Derrick Bruhn offered to take the material to his church (First Christian Church of Monticello) and talk to the minister to see if he can persuade him to order some of the material.  Terre Zeigler offered to take material to the Crossroads church in Monticello since the minister there is a friend of hers.  Phyllis will get the packets of the material ready for Terre and Derrick.
Third Grade Trees:

Jonathon asked the Directors if they wanted to once again furnish trees to all third graders in Piatt County.  The board was ok with furnishing the trees but wanted Jonathon to see if the nursery would give the District a discount on the 3” potted trees.  Thought these might have a better survival rate than ones not potted.
Envirothon:
The LUC Envirothon will be held at East Bay Camp in Bloomington.  Jonathon has checked with the schools in Piatt County and he may have two or three schools that are going to sign up for the Envirothon Competition.  Cerro Gordo has one team and Monticello has one and possibly two.
LUC 6 Meeting & Resolutions:
The LUC 6 meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 23 at 11:00 a.m. at Rusty’s Grill in Lincoln.
After the meeting the group will tour the NOAA Weather Station in Lincoln.  John & Bruce are planning to attend.
BILLS: Paid and unpaid:

Motion made by Derrick Bruhn and seconded by Allen Williams to approve all bills paid & unpaid.   Motion carried.
NRCS DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST REPORT:

Michelle Lewis, District Conservationist submitted her written report as attached.
SWCD STAFF REPORTS:

CREP Assistant’s Report:

Terre Zeigler, CREP Assistant gave an oral report.  
Terre’s contract with EPA expires June, 2009.  She offered to help the District with any projects if needed.

She also informed the Board that EPA has renewed her contract for CREP through June, 2010.
Jonathon will have Terre to check out the three LIP applications that he has submitted to see if they qualify for the program.

Terre is still meeting with the Land Conservation Foundation group.

Resource Conservationist’s Report:

Jonathon Manuel, Resource Conservationist, submitted his report as attached.
Administrative Coordinator’s Report:
Phyllis Muse, Administrative Coordinator, submitted her report as attached.

Derrick Bruhn made a motion to approve the staff reports.  Motion seconded by Allen Williams.  Motion carried.

TIME SHEETS & EXPENSE REPORTS:

Motion made by Derrick Bruhn and seconded by Allen Williams that the Board signs off on the time sheets and expense reports. Motion carried.  
Next Board Meeting:

The next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 17, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, Chairman, Bruce Stoddard entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion was made by Derrick Bruhn and seconded by Allen Williams to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Minutes taken by Phyllis Muse and Board approved on 2/17/09









